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awarded a Duffy Fellowship. It was through this program that we were able to add a
staff attorney, Neha Chiaramonte, to work exclusively with homeless veterans in
various legal claims including compensation and pension issues, SSI outreach, and
recovery programs. We’ve been able to carry this momentum into 2015 through
our free weekly legal clinics, our nationally recognized SOAR project, and our
partnership in the 2015 Vote for Homes Mayoral Forum, which is part of a strategy
to ensure that the mayoral candidates address Philadelphia’s 27 percent poverty

rate.

On behalf of the men and women we serve, I'd like to thank you for dedicating
your time, resources, and efforts to the Homeless Advocacy Project. Let’s make
the next 25 years just as successful!

Sincerely,

Carol Nelson Shepherd
HAP Board President

HAP Celebrates 25 Years and Honors Our Board Presidents

2002 Jack L. Foltz

2001 Madeline M. Sherry
2000 David G.C. Arnold
1999 Joseph A. Sullivan
1998 Sam Warshawer

1997 Sam Warshawer

1996 Geanne K. Zelkowitz
1995 Eugene Schloss

1994 Alison Lazerwitz
1993 Christopher McCabe
1992 George F. Nagle

1991 Christopher C. Fallon
1990 Maureen McCullough

2015 Carol Nelson Shepherd
2014 Margaret A. Morris
2013 Stephen G. Harvey
2012 Laura Grossi-Tyson
2011 Scott P. Towers
2010 Michael D. LiPuma
2009 E. Blaine Stanley
2008 Ethan D. Fogel
2007 Jeffrey P. Palazzese
2006 Thomas J. Wamser
2005 Nancy Rogers

2004 Lori L. Lasher

2003 Gregory Kleiber

More information about HAP’s 25th Anniversary inside!
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Our Mission

In the fall of 1990, a group of concerned members
of the Philadelphia bar and the homeless services
community created HAP to address the unmet
legal needs of the city’s homeless population. HAP
was founded in the belief that homeless people
have unique and complex legal problems that
addressed by

traditional providers of legal services to indigent

often are not adequately
and low-income individuals. Homeless individuals
often lead transient, unstable lives, and are often
debilitated by mental illness, substance abuse, and
inadequate education. They frequently lack an
understanding of their legal rights and the ability
to make effective use of the network of advocacy
and service organizations that is available to assist
them. Living in crisis, often without income or
resources, homeless persons are less likely, and
less able, than other indigent clients to make use

of Center City-based legal services programs.

that homeless

HAP’s

To ensure access

people  had

to legal services, founders created an
organization designed to deliver legal services
directly to them in the places where they live and
eat. Since its inception, HAP has conducted legal
clinics in shelters and soup kitchens throughout
Philadelphia. By recruiting and training volunteer
attorneys, legal assistants and law students to staff
these clinics, HAP is able to leverage its resources
to provide free legal counseling and representation
to a population not adequately served by other
legal services programs. HAP is the only legal
services organization in Philadelphia that conducts

such direct outreach to the homeless population.

HAP collaborates with shelter providers, homeless
advocates, community service providers and the
legal community to provide homeless clients with
legal representation and to connect them with
other social services. HAP currently holds legal
clinics at twenty-five homeless shelters and soup
kitchens. Since HAP's first
December 1990, HAP's
helped more than 39,300 homeless people. To

clinic in

legal
350 volunteers have
date, HAP’s volunteers have provided more than
$57 million worth of free legal services to

homeless clients.

Veterans Project Success Story

TY is veteran of the United States Marine Corps. During the years of 1972 and 1973, TY served in Vietnam,
which was an active combat zone at the time. His Military Occupational Specialties (MOS) were Rifleman
and Fire Team Leader. To this day, he still remembers patrolling the jungles of Vietnam as he and a small

group of fellow Marines sought out enemy combatants

These images still startle and wake TY during the night. He sits up sweating, reliving the jungle patrols. He
keeps a knife under his mattress for protection. During the day he keeps to himself in a small apartment.
Both his VA psychiatrist and therapist have diagnosed him with chronic Post Traumatic Stress Disorder

(PTSD).

In the 1990s, however, he
was encouraged to apply for benefits, since his mental illness rendered him unable to continue working as a
truck driver. The VA denied the claim, concluding that TY had never even set foot in Vietnam. Next TY

After returning from Vietnam, TY never considered applying for VA benefits.

reached out to HAP attorney Michael Taub for help. Under VA law, a veteran must prove service in a
combat zone for certain favorable presumptions to apply. Service on a naval ship off the coast of Vietnam is
not considered a combat zone, and the VA focused only on records in TY’s service file indicating that he was

aboard the USS Ogden during the war.

A closer look at TY’s service records revealed several overlooked but crucial facts. First, one of his personnel
records indicated that he received “combat pay” while in Vietnam. Second, his records clearly identified his
overseas duty assignments as land-based, infantry specialties. Finally, his records made reference to his being
assigned to a BLT, or Battalion Landing Team, which is the ground combat element of a Marine Expeditionary
Unit.

Despite this evidence, the VA refused to acknowledge TY’s presence in Vietnam. In the meantime, Michael
requested Command Chronologies and ship Deck Logs for TY’s BLT and the Ogden. When these arrived,
Michael pieced them together with the personnel records already on file, and he could see that TY’s unit
transferred to the USS Monticello for special operations in late 1972.  Michael then obtained Deck Logs for
the Monticello. In addition, Michael found a VA Vietnam ship registry that not only acknowledged the
Monticello’s special operations in the Gulf of Tonkin, but also that the Ogden itself conducted special
operations in Tonkin and travelled on Vietnam’s inland waterways, not just off the coast. It took years to be
heard, but in 2014 TY was finally scheduled for a hearing. = At the hearing, HAP used all of TY’s service
records to painstakingly track his day-to-day movements in Vietnam. To TY and the judge, the hearing took
on the feel of a war only recently fought. In January 2015, the judge issued his decision. He recognized TY’s
service in the country of Vietnam, and granted him compensation for his PTSD. In the opinion, the judge
cited the timeline presented at the hearing and other documentary evidence from TY’s service records as
proof that his service wasn’t limited to the relative safety of sailing off the coast of Vietnam. The exact
amount of TY’s award has not been determined. Since his case was pending for so long, it is expected that he
will receive a sizeable lump sum payment. He will also receive monthly benefits moving forward in the range

of $1,300 - $2,900/month.

HAP’s Adopt-a-Shelter Program

HAP collaborates with the following law firms, corporate legal departments, and law schools.

Project HOME | Reed Smith and Merck

RHD Woodstock Family Center | Morgan Lewis
and PECO/Exelon

Salvation Army’s Red Shield | Dilworth Paxson
and Montgomery McCracken

SOAR DHS Project | Drexel Law School

St. Francis Inn | Dechert and Temple Law School

St. John’s Hospice | Dechert; Klehr Harrison
and GSK

Station House | Cozen O’ Connor; Hogan Lovells
and NFI Industries

Stenton Family Manor | DLA Piper and Pep Boys

Sunday Breakfast Rescue Mission | Ballard Spahr
and Comcast

Achieving Independence Center | Duane Morris
Broad Street Ministry | Drinker Biddle & Reath
Caton Village | Schnader Harrison
and Hogan Lovells
Eliza Shirley House | Blank Rome, Reger Rizzo &
Darnall and Lincoln Financial Group
Families Forward | Gibbons, Hangley Aronchick
and Drexel University
HELP Philadelphia | Villanova University Law School
Home of the Brave | Archer & Greiner
House of Passage | Pepper Hamilton
Impact Services | Cozen O’Connor
and Pepper Hamilton
Our Brother’s Place | White & Williams
The Perimeter | Saul Ewing; DLA Piper and Cigna

Trevor’s Place Next Door | Obermayer Rebmann
University City Hospitality Coalition | University of
PA Law School and Michael LiPuma, Esq.

HAP’s 25th Anniversary Benefit

The Homeless Advocacy Project held its 25th Anniversary Benefit on April 9, 2015. The benefit which
honored Hap’s board presidents raised over $320,000 from sponsorship, individual donations ans silent auction

contributions. 350 guests were in attendance.

PRESENTERS: Lincoln Financial Foundation and Morgan Lewis

RUBY: Ballard Spahr, Blank Rome, Cozen O’ Connor, Dechert, Fox Rothschild, Robert E. Keith Jr., Merck,
PECO, Reed Smith, Saul Ewing, Strauss Foundation, White & Williams

Pictured: HAP Board President Photo - 20 of 24 HAP Board Presidents

PEARL: Lexis Nexis, Anapol Schwartz, Buchanan Ingersoll, DLA Piper, Feldman Shepherd, Jack Foltz,
Hangley Aronchick, Pepper Hamilton, The Reliable Companies, Whole Foods

SILVER: Dilworth Paxson, Charles & Courtney Ercole, Christopher C. Fallon, Jr., Gibbons, Golomb &
Honik, Hogan Lovells, Klehr Harrison, Lori Lasher, Margolis Edelstein, Montgomery McCracken, Reger Rizzo
& Darnall, Reilly Janiczek, Nancy Rogers, Madeline Sherry & Frank Devine, Soloman Law, Tom & Julie

Wamser

BRONZE: Akin Gump, Beneficial Bank, Caroselli Beachler, Jon Cochran, Cohen Seglias, Compliance

Discovery Solutions, Duane Morris, Ethan Fogel, Steve Harvey Law, Independence Blue Cross, Independence

Pictured Left to Right: HAP Board President Carol Nelson
Shepherd and HAP Executive Director Marsha Cohen

Foundation, JAMS, Kline & Specter, Lawrence Kotler, Michael LiPuma & Alexandra Morigi, Littler
Mendelson, Marshall Dennchey, Martin Law, Gerald McHugh, Momjian Anderer, Margaret A. Morris,
Obermayer Rebmann, Jeffrey & Joy Palazzese, Panitch Schwarze, Pep Boys, Philadelphia Bar Association, PNC,
Precise, Project Home, Karen Rooney, Schnader Harrison, Carol Nelson Shepherd, Nancy Smith, Blaine

Stanley, Subaru

OTHER SUPPORTERS: Sara Brandes, James Broussard, Norman Cohen, Lynn Collins, Gay Chacker &
Mittin, Levan Fishbein, Marks O’Neill, Tanya Rambert, Meredith Seigle, USI Affinity, Sam Warshawer

* A special thanks to Bill Conkin and Marty Coleman for providing the Benefit’s live music.

Pictured Left to Right: HAP Past Board Presidents Nancy Rogers 2005,

Ethan Fogel 2008 and Jeff Palazzese 2007
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