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ABOUT ELLEN     

PARTNERING WITH HAP

Ellen Pighini is a third-year associate in the Life Sciences Health Industry Group at Reed
Smith. Her practice primarily focuses on transactional and regulatory work related to
health care providers and life sciences companies. 

Ellen has volunteered consistently with HAP since 2021.
When she started as a first-year associate, she
learned that Reed Smith has a strong pro bono
partnership with HAP and was excited to get involved! 

Volunteering with HAP allows Ellen to give back and
make a difference in clients’ lives. She primarily works
with clients to replace or obtain new birth certificates,
so that they can secure housing, pursue education,
and use them for a variety of other purposes. Ellen also
guides clients through the extensive and often very
challenging birth certificate amendment process. 

HAP Pro Bono Coordinator Maggie Oberkircher says, “Ellen is such a joy to collaborate 
with. She’s handled an incredible number of pro bono cases (nearly 30) and helped many
HAP clients to achieve greater stability through her legal services. I trust her to follow
through, even when cases extend for many months. She’s currently helping a HAP client to
amend their birth certificate and update their gender marker following a legal name
change. I can’t wait to see what she does next!”

One client had tried to amend their birth certificate, but the state amended it incorrectly.
Ellen then worked with that client to obtain school records and documentation from the
Social Security Administration, and applied for the amendment, which took several
months and many phone calls to the state. Ellen recalls, “when the state finally issued
the correct amended birth certificate, it was so rewarding, especially to know that the
client could then use the birth certificate to access housing.” 


