
“WE ARE EXTREMELY
DISAPPOINTED, BUT NOT
SURPRISED, BY TODAY’S

SUPREME COURT RULING.
THE DECISION PUNISHES
OUR MOST VULNERABLE

RESIDENTS WHO ARE
MERELY TRYING TO

SURVIVE, AND IT STRIKES A
BLOW AGAINST THE
CREATION OF SAFE,

AFFORDABLE AND
SUPPORTIVE HOUSING.

THIS WILL WORSEN ISSUES
SURROUNDING

HOMELESSNESS AND
DISCOURAGE CITIES FROM

SEEKING HUMANE
SOLUTIONS.” 

PAT MALLEY, HAP SENIOR
STAFF ATTORNEY

HAP’S STATEMENT ON THE SUPREME COURT’S
RULING IN GRANTS PASS V JOHNSON

Today the United States Supreme Court
issued its disappointing and harmful opinion in
Grants Pass v. Johnson, holding that individuals
experiencing homelessness can be arrested for
sleeping on public property even when there are
no other places for them to seek shelter. The
Court’s 6-3 ruling upholds laws in the city of
Grants Pass, Oregon, that prohibit people from
sleeping outside despite a lack of shelter beds. 

The Supreme Court’s decision allows cities to
enforce civil and criminal penalties against
unhoused individuals who have no choice but to
sleep outside despite the Eighth Amendment’s
prohibition on cruel and unusual punishment. As
years of research studies and on-the-ground
experience have shown, criminalizing
homelessness is counterproductive, expensive,
and destabilizing, only making it harder for people
to find safe, long-term housing. 

Despite today’s ruling, which contradicts the
values of nearly 3/4ths of Americans, HAP and
many other organizations around the country will
continue to support and advocate for the rights of
unhoused individuals and to work for real
solutions to homelessness rather than short-
sighted and harmful punishment.
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