
A TRIBUTE TO TANYA RAMBERT
Homeless Advocacy Project (HAP) shares the bittersweet news that
Tanya Rambert, Executive Director of HAP for two years, and Director
of Operations for eight years, has stepped down from her role as of
July 22, 2024, following several months of transition planning. The
organization’s staff and board members celebrated Tanya in an
intimate gathering at the law firm Hogan Lovells on her last day at
HAP. 

Board President David Newmann, volunteer attorney with HAP for 25
years and a Partner at Hogan Lovells, says, “serving as Board
President during Tanya’s tenure has been the highlight of my many
years as a HAP board member. Her tireless advocacy for HAP clients,
her emphasis on finding growth opportunities for HAP and its staff
and her knack for solving problems with creativity and candor, have
been a wonder to behold. I am grateful for her friendship, and for
everything she has done to make HAP the thriving, ambitious
organization it is today.”
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In Tanya’s stead, Senior Staff Attorney Pat Malley and Director of
Operations Theresa “Terri” Jett will be serving as Interim Co-
Executive Directors until HAP’s new Executive Director, who will be
announced soon, joins HAP later this summer. HAP wishes Tanya
the very best in her next chapter, which will undoubtedly be
characterized by Tanya’s intrepid leadership skills, compassion for
all members of society, and the relationships she forms wherever
she goes.

Terri, who is also one of Tanya’s closest personal friends, gave the
following statement about their work together, which has
spanned thirty years and multiple organizations serving
marginalized community members. “Tanya is one of my favorite
people on the planet! Our friendship began the day she walked
into Philadelphia VIP. Because she is such a loving human being I
always felt supported and loved in and out of the office. As a
supervisor, she is authentic, direct and caring. Tanya’s work ethic
creates an environment of hard work and growth for individuals
and the organization. As a leader, she gives direction, space for
development and brings out the best in people. As a friend, she is
supportive, nurturing and loyal.”
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Terri further remarked that “as a leader, manager, wife, mother, sister, daughter and friend,
Tanya has made sure everyone in her life was well taken care of and put others before
herself.” The sentiment that Tanya always puts others before herself was shared by every
individual who made remarks at her departure gathering.

During HAP’s celebration of Tanya, she expressed her deep gratitude to the staff and HAP
Board for the opportunity to serve at one of Philadelphia’s most vital partners in combating
homelessness for more than 10 years. She also spoke of her appreciation of the board
presidents who she worked closely with as Executive Director, Jon Cochran, Jessica
Rickabaugh, and David Newmann, as well the many other board members she has turned to
frequently, including Ken Gibb and Jon Katona. Tanya spoke of the unwavering support she
has received from Susan Knight, Diana Rockey, and Michael Stegossi of the Philadelphia Bar
Association. She thanked former HAP Executive Director Marsha Cohen for giving her the
opportunity to join HAP originally. Tanya shared many highlights of her 35 years in legal
services that were both heartwarming and compelling.

In Tanya’s closing remarks, she said, “there is nowhere else I would have rather been over the
last ten years than supporting and fulfilling HAP's vital mission and advocating for our resilient
clients. A major highlight of this journey has been collaborating with the incredible staff and
board. I'm overflowing with gratitude and love. Keep up the great work!”

HAP’s staff and board are confident they will be able to do so because of the solid foundation
that Tanya helped to create through her hard work and devotion to HAP’s clients. The
organization is excited for Tanya’s next chapter, as well as HAP’s. 

From L: R, Naisha Tyler, Operations and Development Coordinator, Regheim Beck, Intake Specialist, Tanya Rambert, Former Executive
Director, Terri Jett, Interim Co-Executive Director, and Margianne Smith, Office Administrator.
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