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ABOUT DONNA

Donna serves as Counsel at Kessler Topaz Meltzer Check, LLP. She
has been with the firm since March 2008 and practices in the
Consumer Department, litigating class actions on behalf of those
who have been taken advantage of by big business, banks,
pharmaceutical companies and manufacturers. She finds it
satisfying to advance laws intended to protect the public from
fraud and unlawful conduct, remediating wrongs for large
groups of people. Her practice also enables her to promote the policies underlying
statutes adopted to shield consumers and others from abusive commercial practices.

PARTNERING WITH HAP

Donna started volunteering at HAP legal clinics in October 2024 after being engaged by
HAP board member and a Co-Chair of the firm’s pro bono committee, Josh Materese.
Volunteering with HAP has only increased Donna’s commitment to providing meaningful
direct assistance. Her HAP casework has highlighted how the maze of requirements and
processes for obtaining essential documentation such as birth certificates and
immigration documents can present insurmountable burdens on vulnerable people.
Donna has now attended several of HAP’s legal clinics at Broad Street Love and enjoys
meeting and assisting HAP clients—interesting people with a variety of life stories who are
often just trying to get back on their feet and move toward economic stability.

Donna says, “I strongly believe that those of us, like me, who are fortunate enough to be
free from hunger, safe from the elements and secure that we have the resources and
knowledge to take care of ourselves, have an obligation to those less fortunate. | am
grateful for the opportunity to serve at HAP clinics. Being able to provide legal and
logistical assistance to help individuals move past those burdens makes a real
difference to the people HAP serves and feels tangibly productive.”

HAP Pro Bono Coordinator Maggie Oberkircher says, “Donna has been incredibly
impressive in just a few months as a HAP volunteer. She has served at least ten pro bono
clients. She's kind and patient with her clients, and amazing at navigating all of the
complicating factors that arise while trying to obtain vital documents and other records.
We're so thrilled that she keeps coming back to help!”
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