
 

June 16, 2025 

Dear Friend, 

In 2024, HAP provided free legal services to 2,829 individuals experiencing, or at imminent risk of, 

homelessness, bringing them closer to stability. I want to share the story of one of the individuals HAP 

helped—“Jennifer” had been in the shelter system for months when she attended a HAP legal clinic at 

Mike Hinson Resource Center in North Philadelphia. She presented to our HAP volunteer with no 

income, depression, PTSD, social anxiety, and she was prescribed maintenance therapy for Substance 

Use Disorder. 

Jennifer was miserable in her shelter environment, and she missed her boyfriend, “Roger,” who then 

had a bed at a different homeless shelter. He was a helpful support for her as they navigated this 

incredibly challenging period of their lives. In HAP, Jennifer found another helpful resource. 

Jennifer appeared eligible for a SOAR filing, the first step in HAP’s expedited process to secure federal 

disability benefits. Accessing stable monthly income through these benefits had the possibility of 

changing Jennifer’s life. HAP staff assigned Jennifer’s case to John Roth, Esquire, a long-time HAP 

volunteer. John says for those considering supporting HAP, “If prospective [supporters] want to see a 

significant and meaningful change in peoples' lives and be able to share in the joy that the work brings 

to others, they should volunteer, donate, or do both.” We agree! 

 

In under three months, John and HAP secured federal benefits for Jennifer, including a retroactive 

payment of $2,829. Jennifer used this money to rent an apartment to live in with Roger. They were 

overjoyed to have their own place. Jennifer said of the apartment, “the neighborhood is nice and quiet. 

Plus, my mom, dad and my daughter live like a 10-minute walk away. It’s just a nice little place.” Jennifer 

was nearly as excited about the modest monthly payments that come with her federal benefits. “Now I 

don’t have to beg and borrow. I can buy my own toiletries and clothes. That made my self-esteem go 

up.” She spoke highly of working with John, and said, “HAP really helped me. I don’t know where I 

would be without their help. They were amazing.” 

 

HAP can make this type of difference in our clients’ lives because of your support. Thank you for your 

past contributions. Please join us again in 2025—our 35th year of providing vital legal services to 

Philadelphians experiencing or at imminent risk of homelessness. 

 

Warm Regards, 

 
 

Amal Bass, Esq. 

HAP Executive Director 
Scan the above QR code to make a 

donation—and accept our gratitude! 

You also can return a gift in the 

enclosed envelope. 


