
HAP has supported various legislative efforts over the years to update and
modernize the program. Last year, HAP supported federal legislation to raise the
asset limit for SSI recipients and HAP’s SOAR Project Director, Patrick McNeil,
contributed a video message to raise awareness of why raising the asset limit is
important to SSI recipients experiencing homelessness. This year, HAP joined other
organizations in signing on to a letter of support for the SSI Restoration Act, which
would enact many overdue reforms, including increasing the amount of money
that SSI recipients can put aside in savings.

As the success of federal legislative efforts to pass much-needed reform remains
uncertain, HAP celebrates the recent expansion of Pennsylvania’s ABLE
(Achieving a Better Life Experience) Savings Program, which allows SSI
recipients to save up to $20,000 without jeopardizing their eligibility for ongoing
benefits. Previously, only individuals with a qualifying disability that started prior to
age 26 were eligible for ABLE accounts; now the age has been raised to 46,
allowing many more HAP clients to save for the future and put aside money for
moving expenses, educational costs, emergency medical care and other needs.
This expansion will allow for greater financial stability for many of our clients
while HAP continues to support broader efforts at federal reform. 
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 SSI recipients cannot have more than
$2,000 in assets ($3,000 for couples)

without jeopardizing their eligibility for
continued benefits.
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