
Supplemental Security Income (SSI)
For almost twenty years, HAP’s SOAR
Project has helped thousands of
individuals living with chronic mental and
physical disabilities obtain federal Social
Security benefits. These benefits provide
stable monthly income to individuals who
are too disabled to work, and they enable
our clients to obtain housing, food, and
other necessities to overcome the harm of
chronic homelessness and deep poverty.
HAP staff and our pro bono volunteers
have witnessed firsthand the
transformative impact that Social Security
benefits have had in the lives of our clients
for many years. 
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While Supplemental Security Income (SSI) benefits for individuals with disabilities are life-
changing and often mean the difference between living on the street versus living in a
subsidized apartment, some of the program’s outdated financial eligibility rules
nevertheless make it difficult to save for larger expenses and creates ongoing financial risk
and uncertainty for our clients. SSI recipients cannot have more than $2,000 in assets
($3,000 for couples) without jeopardizing their eligibility for continued benefits. This
asset limit was last updated by Congress in 1989 and is plainly far below what is necessary
to maintain even minimal financial stability. SSI recipients—including many HAP clients—
are unable to effectively save for medical emergencies, security deposits and other up-
front rental expenses, funeral expenses for a loved one, and other needs. 

                                      In order to examine this impact more closely, HAP recently undertook an
in-depth evaluation to obtain real data on the impacts of Social Security benefits on
housing status and other social determinants of health—stay tuned for the forthcoming
release of HAP’s survey results, made possible by funding from Pew Charitable Trusts.
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